
November     Child Care Chronicle   UNO Child Care              

2006                                                Center 
Dawn Hove– Director                                  Joscelyne Thompson- Assistant Director                         

 

Feature Facts from Dawn 
The colder weather has descended upon us and the signs of fall are here.  It is time to say good-bye to summer for this year.  The 
children will continue to go outside and for walks as long as the temperature allows, so please remember to have the appropriate 
outside attire here for your child.  Please make sure that all items are properly labeled with your child’s name.  The rule is as long as 
the temperature and wind chill are above 32 degrees the children will be able to go outside.  Occasionally the groups do go for walks 
in the afternoon and are back by 4 p.m.  So if you will need to pick up your child before this time on a particular day, please let the 
staff know, so that we can have your child stay back. 
   Registration time is here.  You will only need to re-register your child if you are on a semester to semester contract.  We will also 
need all student parent class schedule information for the spring semester.  Registration forms and class schedule forms will be 
included in your child’s progress report envelopes.  All registration information and class schedules need to be turned in by December 
1st.  After December 1st we will open up any spaces that we have available to families on our waiting list.   
   Your child’s progress reports will be handed out the week of November 6th.  Included in the envelope will be registration 
information and the bi-annual child care center evaluation.  The evaluation is new this year.  With the change in the accreditation 
standards, NAEYC has also update the evaluation forms.  Please sign your child’s progress report, fill out the evaluation forms and 
registration information (if applicable) and return the all the information (progress report, signed; evaluation and registration 

information, filled out; and envelope) to the center by November 10
th

.  Conferences times will be available on November 8, 9 & 
10th with your child’s lead teacher on a sign-up basis.  Please see the sign up sheet located on the front desk. 
   Reminder the child care center will be closed on Thursday and Friday, November 23rd and 24th in observance of the Thanksgiving 
Holiday.  Also, please make note that the child care center will be closed from December 25, 2006 to January 1, 2007 for the winter 
break.  The center will re-open on Tuesday, January 2, 2007. 
   The UNO Child Care Center annual holiday program will be on Saturday, December 9th at 10:00 a.m. in the Milo Bail Student 
Center Ballroom.  All children need to be at the student center by 9:45 a.m.  The children will do a short program, followed by a visit 
from Santa.  The C.H.A.M.P.S. group will be sponsoring two fundraising events: DVD sales of the program and poinsettia sales.  The 
DVD’s will be on sale for $10.00 and the poinsettias will be on sale for $6.00 for one or $10.00 for two.  These will be on sale the day 
on the program. 
   Finally, I will be out of the center on November 3rd and 22nd.  If you have any questions during these times, please see Joscelyne or 
the lead teachers. 
    As always if you have any questions or concerns, you may contact me at 554-4936,   
e-mail me at dhove@mail.unomaha.edu or stop by my office. 
Until next month… 
“It takes a lot of courage to show your dreams to someone else.”  Erma Bombeck 
 

Dates to Make Note of... 
November 
      1- All Saints Day 
        8-10- Parent-Teacher Conferences 
      11- Veterans Day 
      16 - CHAMPS Meeting 
      23- Thanksgiving Day 
      23-24– Center will be closed in observance of Thanksgiving Day  
December  
       7- CHAMPS Meeting 
       9- Holiday Program 
     16- Hanukkah 
     22- Winter Begins 
     25-January 2- Center closed in observance of holiday break 
     25- Christmas Day 
     26- Kwanzaa 



     31- New Year’s Eve  
January 
     1- New Year’s Day 
     3- Center reopens from holiday break 
     8- Spring Classes Start 
   15- Center closed in Observance of  
          Martin Luthar King Day 
 
 

 
 
October Themes 
Theme: Home and Family                                                                          Brown 

My Family                                                                                        Rectangle 
My Home and My Neighborhood                                                        3 
American Indians                                                                                      G, H, I, 
Thanksgiving 
 

Birthdays                                                 Book OrdersBook OrdersBook OrdersBook Orders 
2- Ankur                                                                             Book order for the month of November will be due on                                                                    
10- Tayah G.                                                                      Thursday, November 30th. Please make checks payable to Scholastic  
21- Caleb T.                                                                       NO CASH, please. Book orders are located near the front entrance on  
22- Noah S.                                                                        the parent’s resource shelf.                     Thank You! 
25- Brody D. 
28- Cory 
 
COOKING WITH RICK!                              Rick Jacobsen– Kitchen Tech. 
November—a month to be thankful and a time to think of colder weather. Therefore a of recipe I considered has 
warmed my heart in the past. 
                    Banana Muffins  
1 Cup All-purpose or Unbleached flour 
3/4 Cup Whole wheat flour 
1/2 Cup Sugar 
2 tsp baking powder 
1/2 tsp soda 
1/2 tsp salt 
1/4 tsp nutmeg 
1/2 Cup (medium) mashed banana 
1/2 Cup milk 
1/3 Cup oil 
1 egg slightly beaten 
Topping:  1/4 C sugar 
                  1/2 tsp cinnamon 
     2 Tsp melted margarine/butter 
Preheat oven to 375.  Grease bottom of muffin pan or line w/ paper liners.  In a large bowl combine all dry 
ingredients—stir in remaining ingredients until dry particles are moistened.  Fill muffin cups 2/3 full.  Bake at 
375 for 15 to 20 minutes or golden brown.  Remove immediately.  In a small bowl, combine sugar and 
cinnamon; brush tops of muffins w/ melted margarine—dip into sugar/cinnamon mixture. 
Best served warm.  Makes 12 muffins. 
 
“If we wear out our earth, where then are we going to live.”  Dr. Layne Longfellow 



 
 
Talk with Toddler 1                       Effie Swinarski– Lead Teacher 
The cool breeze of November is upon us. 
So, here area few reminders for our Toddler 1 parents: 
Check your child’s tubby to make sure he/she has a change of clothes. 
Make sure all clothing, etc are labeled with your child’s name. 
We have started practicing for our holiday program. We want to show off our talent on December 9th/ 
 
 
Some of our friends will be moving up to Ms. Barb’s group/. A letter will be going out later this month. 
Please make sure to turn in your family's favorite recipe by Friday November 17th.  
We plan to have our Toddler Cook Book ready by December  7th. 
Weather permitting, the children  will continue going outside. There may also be times that our toddlers will go 
on a wagon ride across campus. Please check the dry erase board in the multipurpose room. 

Parent Quiz: 

UNO was the first center in the state of Nebraska to be accredited by what organization?   
NAEYP 
NCYLO 
NAEYC 
Tell Ms. Effie the answer and you will receive a book! 
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
 

Take Two with Toddler2                     Barb Bauers-Lead Teacher 
The annual pumpkin hunt on Thursday, the 26th was a huge success. Everyone ran for a pumpkin and found the perfect 
one. 
     November will be filled with just as much excitement. We will be sharing pictures of our families. These pictures will 
be posted on a bulletin board in the room for everyone to look at. Conferences are scheduled for November 8th, 9th, and 
10th. A sign up sheet will be posted soon in the front lobby. I’m looking forward to meeting with everyone and talking 
about your child. Please remember, though, if at any time during the year you would like to talk, please feel free to call or 
email me at bbauers@mail.unomaha.edu. 
    Later in the month several of the Toddlers will start visiting the Transition Room with the goal of moving up after 
Christmas. A letter will be sent out in a couple of weeks with the visiting schedule. (I can’t believe the semester is over 
half gone.) Last, but not least is Thanksgiving. Take the time to make some extra special memories with your toddler. 
Carve a pumpkin together and let them touch and smell it. (We did this on October 24th.) Talk about its color and how it 
feels. Just watch out for the seeds going in the mouth!!  Another fun activity is to make a pumpkin pie. We will be making 
a no-bake pumpkin pie later in the month. Watch your child’s mailbox for the recipe. Try it. It can get messy, but it’s a lot 
of fun :) 
    Toddler 2 Staff 
 

 

Time with Transition               Shannon Connolly– Lead Teacher 
Wow did it get really cold really fast!  We still enjoy playing outside when the weather is not too frigid, 

so please make sure your child is dressed for the weather each day.  We encourage you to send hats and 

gloves with your child so we can bundle them up.  We will dress your child in whatever cold weather gear 

you bring, however we do recommend the nylon, waterproof type gloves or mittens.  The children love to 

dig in the gravel outside and when they get deep enough, it is often damp.  Waterproof gloves will keep 

their hands dry and also wont get as dirty.   

 



This month we also have Parent-Teacher Conferences.  We are excited to show you the progress you 

child has made through the last couple of months.   

 

We will be preparing for our Holiday Program this month.  Don’t be surprised if you hear your child or 

our room singing songs that are a little out of season as we will be starting early to perfect our program.  
 

            Transition Staff 

 

Points to Ponder with Preschool             Sarah Lane– Lead Teacher 
    Welcome to November! I hope that everyone had a safe and fun Halloween night around the Omaha 
Metro Area.                   
    This past month we have truly had a blast focusing on Harvest Time and the Farm. The students had 
such a great time attending Vala’s Pumpkin Patch.  
    With the cool weather upon us, please make sure to dress your child in appropriate clothing because we 
will be spending a majority of our Afternoon Play Time outside until it gets too cold and snowy. 
 
     Here in Preschool 1, we have been incredibly busy preparing for the festivities of this years Fall season. 
This month, we will be focusing on the importance of Family and would love to have the support of all 
Preschool families.  
    Please feel free to contact me between the hours of 9:00 to 5:30 p.m  at the Center. I have desk duty from 
3:00- 4:00p.m. You may also contact me by e-mail at sklane@mail.unomaha.edu 
Just a few reminders: 

Thursday/Friday, November 23 and 24, the UNOCCC will be closed for the Thanksgiving Holiday. 
Show and Tell Schedule: 
Monday- Mia, 
Tuesday- Madison,  
Wednesday-  
Thursday-  
Friday- Nolan,  

Thanks, 
Preschool 1 Staff 

 
 

News and Views from Preschool 2         Jessica Brock- Lead Teacher 
   It is hard to believe believe that the semester has gone by so fast. Please check your child’s tubby 
to make sure that they have a change of clothing. Accidents do and will happen.  We also go for 
walks in the afternoons.  If you will be pick up your  child before 4:00 p.m. please let us know. We do 
not wish to make anyone late for an appointment.  Please make sure your child has the appropriate 
jacket for the weather outside for out walks and the playground. 
   Please remember to practice your sight words and rhymes for the months.   
   A few reminders about Show and Tell: 
   1.  It must correspond with the weekly theme 
   2.  It must be a kid friendly object. 
   3.  The student must be brought on their assigned day. 
 Some Prohibited items are: 
    —-action figures  
    —-action figure accessories 
    —-weapons 
    —-live animals. 



 
  Thank you 
  Preschool 2 Teachers 
 
 
 

     

Please remember it is important to wash your hands wherever you are and go. This could be at home, work, 
school, restaurants, grocery store, department stores or etc. Washing your hands and your children’s hands 
will get rid of the germs and help you and your children stay healthy. Especially with winter and flu season 
coming upon us, it is important that we do what we can to keep everyone healthy and germ free. 
 

For your child safety please make sure you all enter and exit using the front door. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

 

Parent Corner 
Winter Safety 

There are many things to consider when dealing with harsh winter weather, so here are some safety tips your kids can help with to 
winter-proof your home, courtesy of www.tipztime.com.  

•  Car In case of break downs, keep in your trunk an extra blanket, some gloves, heavy jacket, boots, motor oil, antifreeze, a cellular 

phone (for emergencies), jug of water, and some snacks.  

•  Children To keep a child's wrists warm while playing outside, cut the toe area off old socks and one hole for the thumb to the side. 

Then slide them on before their gloves or mittens.  

•  Energy Saver During a sunny day, open your curtains/blinds to help heat your home. During the night or a cloudy day, close them to 

help keep the heat from escaping from your home.  

•  Shoveling Snow Before shoveling, spray the shovel with "Pam" or other spray. It will help the snow to slide off. Also, don't twist your 

back to throw the snow off the shovel as this will cause backaches. Bend at the knees when lifting the snow.  

•  Slippery Surface Walk with your feet pointing outwards when walking on a    slippery surface to keep your balance and minimize 

falls.   

•  Hats Be sure to wear a hat as the head is where 50 percent of the body's heat is lost.  

•  Clothing Layer loose fitting, lightweight clothes keep the body's circulation from being restricted.  

•  Smoke Detectors Replace your smoke detector batteries and test once a month. If you have gas, use a carbon monoxide  detector.  

•  Eaves If you notice your eaves have icicles, it could mean that your roof isn't properly  insulated. Heat rises and melts the snow on 

your roof causing the icicles.  

•  Furnace Replace the furnace filter once a month during winter. Look at the furnace for the filter size and how to install.  

•  Icy Steps Get a bucket of hot water and add enough dishwashing detergent to make it sudsy. Pour on the steps. It removes the ice 

and will not let it refreeze.  
 
 
 

C.H.A.M.P.S. Minutes 
10/19/06 

 
• Attendees included Joscelyne Brinster, Jennifer Saderstrom, Jamie Greer, Beth Steffensmeier, 

Sarah Lane, & Beulah Trimm. 
 

• Half of the fundraising items came in on 10/19th, the rest should be delivered 10/20th.  Once the 
full order is received, Joscelyne will distribute. 

 
• The Open House was held on Wednesday, Sept. 20th from 4:30-6:00 and went well. 

 
• Our potluck scheduled for Friday, Oct. 13th at 5:30 in Elmwood Park was cancelled due to 

weather. We discussed alternate events (another potluck, a Valentine’s dinner, or renting out 



Play Dayz were all mentioned) and decided to hold off until January-February.  Jamie will 
look into any Play Dayz discounts. 

 
• The Holiday Program is Saturday, Dec. 9th.  Everyone is to be on the lookout for discounted 

poinsettias come Thanksgiving time; we need to purchase 40 to sell at the program. Joscelyne 
mentioned last year they were purchased at Menards on a great deal (2/$3). 

 
• We decided on Target gift cards for the staff for Christmas.  Joscelyne will check to see how 

many student workers there are and also how much money we have currently in our account. 
The standard procedure is for one of us to buy them and then wait two weeks to be 
reimbursed—Jamie asked if we can pre-arrange for a check from our account already made 
out to Target.  Joscelyne will check. 

 
• Parent/Teacher conferences will be held on Nov. 8th-10th.  Sign up sheets will go up the first 

week of November, right after Halloween.  It is recommended all parents attend. 
 

• Our next meeting will be Thursday, Nov. 16th at 4:30. 
 
 
 

.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Remember when you are bringing in treats in for the children, in any group, make sure there are no nuts or 
peanuts of any kind in or on them. We have children and staff that are highly allergic. Thank you. 

 
We give the  

SUPERCALIFRAGILISTICEXPIALIDOCIOUSSUPERCALIFRAGILISTICEXPIALIDOCIOUSSUPERCALIFRAGILISTICEXPIALIDOCIOUSSUPERCALIFRAGILISTICEXPIALIDOCIOUS  
award this month to the        
Food Service Food Service Food Service Food Service !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

    

       Thank you for everything you do for us. We appreciate your hard work. Make sure you hug a Food Service today. 
Treats will be on their way! 

 

 
 

 


