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Feature Facts from Dawn

Spring is around the corner. The snow is behind us now and the grass will soon be turning green with all the moisture. We hope that you had
time to enjoy some fun in the snow. | know that the children did.

The progress reports and center surveys will be going out on April 3. Conferences with your child’s teacher will be on April 6" and 7. The
sign-up sheet will be locating on the front desk beginning Tuesday, March 28", Please make note of the times the lead teachers are available. If you
are unable to meet with the lead teacher during the time set aside, please see your child’s lead teacher to set up an alternate time. Pleas remember to
fill out the center survey. We value your input.

Also included in the envelope will be summer and fall registration information. This information must be completed and returned to Dawn by
April 10", Beginning April 12™ we will open up spots to families on our waiting list. If you are on a semester to semester contract you will have
two sets of forms to fill out, one for the summer and one for the fall. Please see Dawn if you have any questions about the forms. Please return the
progress report and registration information in the envelope and place it in the tubby provided. There will be a separate tubby for you to turn your
survey in.

The search committee for the assistant  director has interviewed applicants. We have chosen two finalists to be interviewed by Jim Welch, the
director of the Student Center. The time frame is to have the position filled by mid-April. We will keep you updated on the progress. Thank you for
your patience during this time. Reminder, while | am out of the center the lead teachers will be in charge. Please see the chain of command located
on the board above the tuition box.

Mark your calendars for the Week of the Young Child kick off event sponsored by the Omaha Association for the Education of Young Children
(OAEYC) on April 2, 2006 from 1 to 3 p.m. at Benson Park Pavilion. Bring a picnic lunch and spend the afternoon together. This year Week of the
Young Child is from April 2-8, 2006. This week is set aside every year to promote quality child care for all children in the Omaha area. Please
watch for a flyer with more information closer to the date. The UNO Child Care Center will be there as a sponsor for the event and will be doing
activities. We hope that you can join us for some fun and activities.

Finally, make sure you have marked your calendars for Preschool Graduation and the center wide lunch on Wednesday, May 3™ at 11:00 a.m.
Everyone is invited to attend. A shuttle bus will be provided to take the children and the families from the child care center to the student center
beginning at 10:15 a.m. and returning back to the center beginning at 12:00 noon. All children will be attending the graduation and lunch. If you
will be dropping off your child after 10:30 a.m. you will need to bring them to the student center’s ballroom. If you will be picking up your child
before 12:30 p.m. you will need to pick them up at the student center’s ballroom. We hope that you can join us and have lunch with your child.

As always if you have any questions or concerns, you may contact me at 554-4936, e-mail me at dhove@mail.unomaha.edu or stop by
my office.

Until next month...

“What brings joy to the heart is not so much the friend’s gift as the friend’s love.”

-Ailred of Reivaulx

Dates to Make Note of...

April
2- Daylight Savings Times Begins
2- Week of a the Young Child Kick-off
16- Easter
21- Book Orders Due
22- Earth Day

May
1- Finals Week
3- Graduation
5- Cinco de Mayo
19- Book Orders Due
29- Memorial Day
June
14- Flag Day
18- Father’s Day
21— First Day of Summer



April Themes

Theme: Spring Purple
A New Beginning Oval
Plant Life 8

Air, Rain and Sunshine uvVv,w

Balance of Nature

Birthdays Book Orders

7- Kyan F. 27- Evan G. Book order for the month of April will be due on

7- Caitlin 27- Nolan W. Thursday, April 21st. Please make checks payable to Scholastic

8- Mia J. or Troll Book Clubs. NO CASH, please. Book orders are located near
10- Sara T. the front entrance on the parent’s resource shelf.

18- Charlie P. Thank you

18- Tyrus S.

20- Joscelyne

COOKING WITH RICK! Rick Jacobsen- Kitchen Tech.

As the many changes in nature occur—the spring months are coming. We begin to see the ice and snow melt; feel the
warmer temperatures and the ground thaws aiding in the sprouting plants and greenery. Spring flowers brighten gardens, trees bud
and grass turning green and people become more involved in outdoor activities.

The recipe for the month, I choose is: “Carrot Cake”

Ingredients Needed:

2 C sifted flour

2 C sugar

2 tsp. soda

1 tsp. salt

2 tsp. cinnamon

1 1/4 C oil

4 eggs

3 C grated carrots
Mix together dry ingredients. Add the remaining ingredients. Bake at 350 degrees for 40 minutes in a 9” x 13" pan.

Frosting for this cake: Cream 4 oz. of cream cheese, 1 C of powdered sugar and 1 tsp. of vanilla. Enjoy!

So don't be “fooled” by this latest snow—spring is coming. As one unknown writer is quoted: “ If you want the rainbow
You have to put up with the rain”.

Keep smiling,
Rick

Talk with Toddler 1 Effie Swinarski- Lead Teacher

Welcome Spring!

Once again, we will be enjoying the outdoors. Ms. Effie and Ms. Barb have planned some fun activities
for The Week of the Young Child.
We would like to welcome Blake Pippin and his family to UNO Child Care. Blake has made new friends and
has a beautiful smile.

Thank you to all the parents and teachers that have brought in plastic bags. We go through them so fast!
Thank you!
Toddler Wish List:
*Dress up clothes
*wooden spoons
*magazines,
Parents have been asking about when their child will be transiting to Ms. Barb’s group. A flyer will go out later
this month with further information. If you have any questions, please feel free to ask either the lead teachers or



Dawn.
Until next month!
Toddler 1 Staff

Take Two with Toddler2 Barb Bauers-Lead Teacher

Spring has sprung. Warmth is in the air. As the month progresses, the mornings can be cool but the
afternoons warm up quickly. A suggestion is to layer your child so that he/she can take off clothes as it warms
up. (The Toddler rooms will be very warm in the afternoons.) The same goes for coats. The morning may
require a heavy coat, but please bring a lighter jacket or sweatshirt for the afternoons. You can even leave the
lighter coat here if you would like. We will be enjoying the playground and campus surroundings as much as
possible.

Watch for up coming dates: Week of the Young Child is April 3-7. Activities are scheduled for each day.
The T-shirt your child brought in last week is for Friday, April 7. A picnic with the Toddler 1 group is planned
for that Friday (April 7). Parents are invited to attend. Again, watch for notes giving more information.

Toddler 2 Staff

Time with Transition Joscelyne Brinster- Lead Teacher

Happy April Fool's Day! We hope you have fun and take time to be silly today.
This month we will talking about spring, how things grow and the change in the weather.
Dates to remember:

April 2- Daylight Savings Time begins do not forget to spring your clocks ahead.
April 2- Week of the young child Kick off event at Benson Park Pavilion from 1 to 3pm. We hope to see you there. It will be a
lots of fun.
April 22- Earth Day!! Spend the day outside enjoying the world.
April 28- Transition will be having a picnic. Please bring a sack lunch and a drink. We will be eating at 11:00am. Feel free to join
us.

Thank you for everything you guys do for us. We are lucky to have such great parents .

Good luck on finals. Until next month.

Transition Staff

When you're sharing with someone, life is sweeter and more fun

Points to Ponder with Preschool Sarah Lane- Lead Teacher

It is hard to believe that spring is already here. I had a really nice time at the "CHAMP Potluck Dinner” on
March 24! It was so nice to see all of the support from the UNOCCC families.

In Preschool 1, we have a lot of activities for the student and their families to participate in during the
“Week of the Young Child”. We will be wearing our decorated “Week of the Young Child” t-shirts on April
7th.

During the month of April, the Preschool students will be focusing their studies on the joy of spring and
learning more about the beauty of Mother Nature.

Birthdays:

Tyrus Sanderson— April 18th
Thanks,

Preschool 1 Staff

Sarah’s Food for Thought...



“It is not because things are difficult that we do not dare, it is because we do not dare that they are
difficult.”
- Seneca

News and Views from Preschool 2 Jessica Brock- Lead Teacher

It is hard to believe that the semester is almost over. We have been practicing for graduation.
Graduation will be May 3rd at 11 am at the Milo Bail Student Center.

We are also busy writing our names, practicing our letters and numbers. Please remember to practice
your rhymes and sight words.

Please remember to have an extra set of clothes in your child’s tubby. Accidents do and will happen
here at school.

If you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call at 554-3398 or e-mail me at
jmbrock@mail.unomaha.edu.

Thanks,
Preschool 2 Staff

Please remember it is important to wash your hands wherever you are and go. This could be at home, work,
school, restaurants, grocery store, department stores or etc. Washing your hands and your children’s hands
will get rid of the germs and help you and your children stay healthy. Especially with winter and flu season
coming upon us, it is important that we do what we can to keep everyone healthy and germ free.

We give the

Award this month to the

Thank you for everything you do for us. We appreciate your hard work.
Make sure you hug an admin office worker today. Treats will be on their
way.

Parent Corner

I Can Do It Myself!
Encouraging Independence in Young Children
National Association for the Education of Young Children

From an early age, a child's search for independence is fueled by the desire to make things happen and to feel
competent. A young child's opinion about her capabilities is, to a large extent, based on her parent's or caregiver's
response to her. As an adult, your role in fostering independence is to provide love and support, encourage exploration
and curiosity, teach skills, and allow the child to make appropriate choices. Your enthusiasm for a child's exploration
sends a message that these activities are valued by you.

Sometimes the desire to make things happen takes young children down paths that require limit setting, or they
may become frustrated while trying to master a certain task. While it is appropriate to allow for small doses of frustration,
caregivers should be prepared to step in to prevent overwhelming frustration, and also to expect mistakes. The key is to
provide an emotional safety net when trial and error results in more error than immediate success.

Like other developmental milestones for young children, successful accomplishment of self-care tasks are age-
specific. An infant's efforts to lift his head, roll over, or sit up are significant steps toward independence. Love, affection,
and nurturing will help him reach that goal.

A safe environment is paramount once children are mobile. Curious and daring toddlers have little or no judgment
concerning their safety, so it's up to you to ensure that they can explore and experiment in safe surroundings.




Independence at this stage can be encouraged by giving the child small choices as a way to exercise a measure of control
over his life. These choices might include which story to read, song to sing, or which shirt to wear.

Preschoolers are verbally capable of expressing many thoughts, feelings and needs, and they are ready to take
bigger steps toward independence. Encourage preschool children to do for themselves on a daily basis by allowing them
to put away clothes and toys, encourage children to walk not be carried, for example. Establishing family chores--setting
the table, folding towels, or helping with meal preparation--builds a sense of competence and teaches children how to do
for others.

Once children reach school age, there are many opportunities to facilitate independence. Decisions about friends,
school projects, and play are all a part of their daily life choices. Financial decision-making skills can be bolstered by
giving older children responsibility with money, for example providing an allowance or designating a child as class
treasurer.

Although it is necessary to establish limits and maintain firm rules about important issues, it is equally important
to honor children's choices whenever possible. By showing your genuine enthusiasm and recognizing the many small
tasks a young child accomplishes, you are helping her gain control over her world and preparing her for a healthy,
independent life.

C.H AM.P.S. INFORMATION

CHAMPS Minutes
The meeting was held March 7, 2006. In attendance were: Bob Goeman, Shannon Craddock, Beulah Trimm,
Katy Cattlett, Tonya Mitchell, Rick Jacobsen, staff representative and Joscelyne Brinster, advisor.
I. 20 year Anniversary Carnival
1. August 4™ 4:30 — 7:00
2. Katy researched rentals and the members present decided to review the list and determine what we
could make or borrow.
We will focus on filling the parking lot with game booths with a bouncy castle as the main attraction.
4. Hot dog supper will be available for purchase.
5. Cake walk and bake sale will be sponsored by the parents and The UNOCCCC kids.
6. Please bring carnival ideas to the next meeting!!
I1. On Duty Board
1. Under construction and should be finished in early April.
I11. Fireplace
1. The fireplace has been removed and the hole covered.
2. The wall will be painted and shelved installed.
1V. Potluck
1. March 24™ 5:30 — 7:30 at Lewis and Clark Middle School.
2. Shannon will put out a sign up sheet and Tonya will make signs.
3. Joscelyne will put out reminders and Dawn will send an email.
V. Penny Drive
1. We raised $120.66 for the Children’s Hospital.
2. Upstairs and downstairs tied and all the students will have an ice cream party!
VI. Student Council
1. Bob has finished the brochure and Joscelyne will have is printed.
2. Brochures will be distributed at staff and student  orientations as well as to the security,
Chancellor’s and student council offices.
3. To raise awareness of the services offered by the center, the brochure will also be posted as a PDF on
the UNO website.
VII. Graduation
1. May 3 11:00 - 12:30
2. Bob will film the ceremony and DVDs will be sold for $10 each as a fundraiser for CHAMPS.
3. Everyone is invited to the graduation and lunch will be served.
VIII. Assistant Director
1. Interviews have begun! See Dawn with any questions.




Our next meeting is Wednesday, April 12" at 4:30 p.m. We need you to attend!

Remember when you are bringing in treats in for the children, in any group, make sure there are no nuts or
peanuts of any kind in or on them. We have children and staff that are highly allergic. Thank you.

Baby News

Congratulations to Rhonda, Alan and big brother Chase and Jack. Baby Ella was born March 16, 2006.
She weighed 7 pounds and 12 ounces. She was 20 inches long.



